THE PASTOR AND THE MATRIARCH OF THE GERMAN
UNDERGROUND AND THEIR TIMES
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"KTO NIE PAMIETA HISTORII SKAZANY
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A compelling German historical biography of faith, framed by religious, political and military ﬁ o A i -
conflict, set in the twin cataclysmic backdrop of both world wars, as seen from a fresh Polish perspec- ) a z 3
tive. The narrative is enriched with a wide array of compelling and heroic personal stories, including - - ¥
of many extraordinary women, such as the Junker matriarch Ruth von Kleist and her children, in i~ g q
. . . o A~d C
defiance of multiple manifestations of tyranny. The central figure, Dietrich Bonhoefter, of whom ~—N-- W
R . ) : : o~ v 2]
uth came to regard like a son, becomes disenchanted with the State Church’s appeasement of the 7)) - 5
National Socialist agenda, and transitions into a double life as pastor and spy. As the tension builds to - - i -
the tragic climax, one can draw disturbing parallels with the modern-day subversion of all faiths, < p -~ € .E
Western and traditional, and all other manner of human rights abuses in Xi Jinping’s People’s Repub- - & A
lic of China, with tacit approval it seems, from the Vatican in Rome. Moreover, eerie parallels from L ==
the death throes of Weimar Germany for America in 2020-21. : -
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Vince Barwinski, born in Sydney Australia in 1962, taught English in e I —
Taiwan in 2003 and Poland, the land of his paternal ancestors from o :
September 2004 to June 2005. In Taiwan he met his future wife, whom
he married on his return to Australia from Poland in October 2005. ‘?
However, it was in Poland, in February 2005 that he came upon his <
inspiration for this book. Namely the bronze cross memorial to the i &
German anti-Nazi Lutheran pastor Dietrich  Bonhoeffer in the a
modern-day Polish city of Wroctaw — pre-WWIlI German Breslau and (¢
birthplace of Dietrich in February 1906. It was the dual history of this city o]
and his amateur passion for history, fostered by his father, in particular, g
WWII history of Europe, that inspired him to write of Dietrich Bonhoeffer 2
from a hitherto, unique Polish perspective, with lessons of history still E'
relevant in today’s world. Not the least of which being, the religious 17
oppression and subversion in Xi Jinping’s China, and the rise of the E‘

radical left in America in 2020-21, mirroring in many respects, Hitler’s

Reich.
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Bronze Cross monument to German anti-Nazi Lutheran Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer
near Saint Elisabeth’s Catholic Church in Wroclaw Poland
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